
Program Notes for 
Gloria

From Vivaldi to Poulenc, composers have been inspired by the 
Gloria   text for hundreds of years.  The traditional text taken from the 
Latin Mass, begins with the angelic hymn from the account of the 
Nativity in the book of Luke  .  “Glory to God in the Highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.”  The Latin prose continues with 
elements of praise, invocations, and petitions.  It includes three ideas: 
honor to God, peace on earth, and good will to humankind.  During the 
Middle Ages, the Gloria   was given over 50 different settings of 
Gregorian chant. 

“What I have done differently in this sett ing of the 
Gloria,”  explains composer Linda Tutas Haugen, “is to divide the Latin 
text into six sections, and to follow each Latin section with an English 
co m m e n t a r y o r e x t r a p o la t io n t a ke n f r o m t h e b o o k o f 
Revelations.   Written by St. John, Revelations   represents a vision of 
heaven and life after death.  Therefore, in addition to the ideas of 
honor, peace, and good will, there is the juxtaposition of earthly hymns 
reflecting the human condition, and the heavenly songs of saints and 
angels.”  

“Many emotions, ideas, and life experiences are present in this 
work.  I was sketching the ninth section soon after the events of 
September 11th, and my response to the devastation is reflected in the 
Agnus Dei.  Paired with this is the tenth section, which is dedicated to 
the memory of four children who have died in the past several years, 
Kelly, Mark, MacKenzie, and Christie.  They are my friends’ children, 
and the music portrays both the grief and hope I saw in my 
friends.  Certainly no artist can ignore how our world has changed. 
Gloria is my attempt to present an old form within the broader context 
and meaning of contemporary life.  Ultimately however, it is a reflection 
of the human condition and our relationship with the Divine.”


